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Bishop Serratelli marks his tenth anniversary as the
Bishop of Paterson with a Mass of Thanksgiving in St. Peter the Apostle Church,
Parsippany, Sept. 28. Celebrating with him (in center) are (from left): Retired
Auxiliary Bishop Dominic Marconi of Newark, Archbishop Emeritus Peter Gerety
of Newark (seated), Retired Auxiliary Bishop Charles McDonnell of Newark,

Retired Auxiliary Bishop David Arias of Newark, Benedictine Abbot Richard
Cronin, Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Bishop Emeritus Frank Rodimer,
Archbishop Bernard Hebda, coadjutor Archbishop of Newark, Auxiliary Bishop
Thomas Flesey of Newark, Bishop Younin Hasbash and Auxiliary Bishop Manuel
Cruz of Newark.

At Mass of Thanksgiving, Bishop Serratelli
marks 10th anniversary as diocese’s Shepherd
By CECILE SAN AGUSTIN
REPORTER

PARSIPPANY With great joy, Bishop Serratelli
marked the 10th anniversary of his installation
as the seventh Bishop of the Diocese of Paterson
with a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Peter the
Apostle Church Sept. 28.
Concelebrants of the Mass included Cardinal
Theodore McCarrick, archbishop emeritus of

Washington, who ordained Bishop Serratelli as a
bishop on Sept. 8, 2000. Also concelebrating were
10 bishops, including Bishop Emeritus Rodimer,
and numerous priests of the diocese, many of
whom the bishop taught in seminary and some
of whom he ordained as priests and has installed
as pastors of parishes. Many religious and lay
faithful of the diocese also attended the Mass filling St. Peter’s to capacity.
In his welcoming remarks, the bishop said: “A

priest once long ago raised this question, ‘Why
is the bishop agreeing to a 10th anniversary?’
Well, you know that the bishop wears a ring —
it is a wedding ring because the bishop is married
to the Church in love and in fidelity. But this is
not your usual marriage. When a bishop is sent
to care for and love a particular local Church it’s
always an arranged marriage.”
“But I must say,” he said, “this bishop did very
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Straight & Narrow helps those with addictions thanks to Bishop’s Annual Appeal
By CECILE SAN AGUSTIN
REPORTER

PATERSON At least once a week,
Joe Duffy, executive director of
Straight and Narrow (S&N), hears
from a client, a former client, a family member or a staff member these
words: “Straight & Narrow saved
my life.” The frequency of that statement attests to the mission of

Straight & Narrow.
An agency of diocesan Catholic
Charities with its main headquarters
located in downtown Paterson, S&N
has provided help and hope to more
than 60,000 people, who have been
addicted to drugs and alcohol, those
living with HIV/AIDS, children living
in its Paterson neighborhood and
families with the desire to become
stronger for the past 60 years.

Under the theme, “Be an Ambassador for Christ,” S&N is one of the
recipients of gifts from the 2014
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. In addition
to Catholic Charities agencies, which
also includes Catholic Family and
Community Services and Department for Persons with Disabilities,
the Appeal will support the Catholic
Academy of Passaic County, seminarian education and Nazareth

Village, the retired priests’ residence.
Duffy, who also serves as president of diocesan Catholic Charities
agencies, said, “We truly believe we
make a difference in the lives of so
many. With the help of the faithful,
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal continues to provide more than a million
dollars to our Catholic Charities
agencies each year. While we receive
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a great deal of government funds, we could
not make ends meet without the support of
the Appeal, without your support. The gifts
that you will pledge to the Appeal are very
important to us.”
The one-of-a-kind agency is known
statewide and around the country for its specialized services for those battling drug and
alcohol addiction. Through its residential facilities, men, women — including those who
are pregnant or with infants — and teen boys
receive around-the-clock help for six to 12
months. Programs such as the 12-step program, and individual and group counseling
help clients to overcome addiction by seeking
the source of their behavior.
Judy Kurtzer, director of men’s treatment
services, said, “Our clients really connect with
the 12 steps. They learn a lot about who
they are and the relationships in their lives.
You can see as they go through the program
that for the first time in their lives, they feel
good about themselves.”
Another helpful part for the residents are
the self-help books, they have received upon
entering S&N, which were funded by the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. “These books sort
of become a bible for them,” said Kurtzer.
“The books are theirs to keep and often

BEACON PHOTO | CECILE SAN AGUSTIN

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL At Straight and Narrow’s La Vida Childcare Center, Vanessa Alvarado

and Myree Gamble teach a lesson to the 3-year-old pre-k students. While S&N is known for its
assistance to help those with addictions, the childcare center is one of S&N’s community outreaches,
which serves neighboring families.

times, as they pass through the program they
are able to earn more books on other subjects
about becoming a stronger person.”
Beyond the mental health aspect, S&N
has provided a home-like environment for
the clients. With so much time at the facilities
for a significant period of time, the residential
facilities have various recreational activities
for the clients.
“The clients are here 24 hours a day. When
they aren’t going through the different treatment programs, it’s important in order for
them to stay well that we have something

else for them to do to break up the monotony
besides have them sit in front of a television
all day. Also we need to show them there are
so many ways to have fun and enjoy life without the use of drugs and alcohol,” said Duffy.
During their time in treatment, the clients
receive recovery coins or key chains to mark
the amount of days they have stayed sober.
Karen Roccisano, director of women’s services
at S&N, said, “They wear them like a badge
of honor. They feel proud as they reach each
different milestone.”
In the past, funds from the bishop’s ap-

peal have also paid for the registration and
test costs for the GED for many of the
clients, which costs $90. Duffy said, “It is
not much but multiply that by the indigent
clients in our substance abuse programs taking the GED course with us and it becomes
big dollars.”
In addition to the treatment facilities, S&N
provides outpatient counseling, medical
detox, intoxicated driver resource center,
methadone maintenance, housing for persons
with HIV/AIDS, a family success center and
two day care centers for children living in
Paterson. S&N welcomes visits to its facilities
for those who want to see firsthand the work
of the agency.
Rick Moses, 28-day program coordinator,
who is one of the first staff members a new
client meets at S&N, said, “Emotions are very
raw when they get here. For some it is their
first time facing some very real emotions.
Eventually though, they find an excited and
inspired hope to change their lives.
Ultimately, we give our clients the choice,
it’s about planting the seed.”
To support the appeal, the In-Pew
Commitment Weekend will take place during
the weekend Masses on Oct. 11-12 to invite
parishioners to make a pledge or donation.
Parishioners can provide financial support to
the 2014 BAA through one-time gifts or
pledges paid over several months with reminders, credit card contributions or on-line
contributions. Legacy gifts to the BAA can
also be considered in a will or estate plan.
[Information: www.2014appeal.org or call
973-777-8818, ext. 215.]

FAMILY PICNIC
To kick off the
new school year
at the Auxilium
School in
Newton, formerly
Camp Auxilium
Learning Center,
held a family
picnic. Salesian
Sister Isabel
Garza, the
school’s new
director, holds
the cake all at
the picnic enjoyed. With her (from left) are: Salesian Sister Arlene Rubino, the Pagano
family and the LaMudge family.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ON PROTECTING YOUR
HOME & LIFETIME NEST EGG FROM
NURSING HOME AND ASSISTED LIVING COSTS?

WE HAVE ANSWERS
on how to

Preserve your assets...
without losing control.
Donald M. McHugh, Esq. CELA
Vincent Macri, Esq. CELA
Two of only 425 Certified Elder Law Attorneys Nationwide • V.A. Accredited Attorneys
“Super Lawyers,” N.J. Monthly — 2008-2014

MCHUGH AND MACRI, ATTORNEYS
49 Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover, NJ • 973-887-4254
Visit Our Website at www.McHughandMacri.com

